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NORRIS INDUSTRIES FORMULA 5000 TEAM

Automobile racing associations can be as fragile as butterfly wings.

Teams sometimes change sponsors, drivers, cars and mechanics as frequently

as the seasons; however, sponsor Norris Industries and builder-owner Jack

McCormack are marking the fourth consecutive year of their collaboration

within the realm of the speed sport. This association has extended over both

the USAC Championship Trail and the Formula 5000 Road Racing Series to in-

clude the development and production of an all new car by McCormack .. . the

Talon.

Belief in the capabilities of the Talon and the expertise of McCormack

has brought Norris back into the Formula 5000 series for the last three races

of the season with Australian Warwick Brown and New Zealander Chris Amon

pitting their skills against truly outstanding drivers.

Warwick Brown, who led six out of eight races to win the 1975 Tasman

Championship, joined with McCormack early this year to run the Formula 5000

series. To date he has posted excellent times and is looking forward to running

the remaining California courses again.

Chris Amon first drove a Talon in the 1975 Tasman Series while the

car was still in its development stage and finished fourth overall in the series.
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He joined the Norris team at Long Beach, expecting to drive the three remaining

races in the series. The day after the Long Beach race, he was involved in an

automobile accident which took him out of racing entirely for a couple of months.

Ken Norris sees his company's sponsorship of the McCormack Talon

entries at the Long Beach, Monterey, and Riverside races as "one of the most

stimulating challenges we have faced in some six years of competitive racing.

"We visualize the Talon as a car that essentially embodies Norris

Industries' own basic principles of engineering skill and technical proficiency --

a product soundly designed, carefully developed, and then scrupulously tested

before its introduction to the public, " Mr. Norris stated.

The resources and talents of Ken Norris and Jack McCormack were first

joined in 1972 when the Norris Industries logo appeared on an Eagle for an

assault on the USAC triple crown. Jack served as the chief mechanic while

simultaneously acting as team manager for a Formula 5000 entry, and the Norris

Eagle finished fifth at both Indianapolis and Pocono. The combination came back

to the USAC circuit in 1973 and then turned to the Formula 5000 road racing series

in 1974 when the newly formed McCormack Racing Enterprises began production

of the Talon.

Built by Jack McCormack and Tom Beauchamp at the racing company's

facility in San Juan Capistrano, the Talon combines high maneuverability, com-

petitive horsepower, and innovations in engine design that give it unexcelled

stability. After its shakedown season (the car went from inception to competitive

racrbag in just six short months), the car performed with distinction in the

Australian/New Zealand Tasman Series where Amon finished fourth overall.
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For McCorrnack, himself, 1974 marked a turning point in his career

- - a year in which he formed his own company thereby enabling him to take

greater advantage of his versatile talents as a designer, mechanic and builder.

Jack, 33, started racing 18 years ago and built engines for everything from

midgets to drag racers. In 1968 he joined with Sam Posey on the Can-Am circuit

with Jack as chief mechanic. In 1971, he added team manager to his duties when

he joined Champ Carr, Inc. for the Formula 5000 series. His team finished

second in the series that year and again in 1972 when a meeting with Kenneth T.

Norris, Jr., Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Norris Industries, laid the

foundation for the four-year-old collaboration,

Auto racing is a highly competitive sport and Ken Norris, 45, is a

highly competitive person. The loss of the sight in one eye while in college

forced him to restrict some of his athletic pursuits, but he went on to be a

two-year letterman and Captain of the Trojan Crew at the University of

Southern California where he graduated with a B.S. degree in Industrial Manage-

ment in 1953. Today he still rows his single scull on Lake Arrowhead as a

means of exercise and recreation, but he loves competitive sports and is

passing that love on to his children. His youngest son, Dale, worked last

summer as a member of the Norris Talon crew and traveled across the country

to each of the Formula 5000 events.

Norris Industries is a diversified manufacturer with 26 plants, 10, 000

employees and 1974 sales in excess of $393 million whose nucleus of operations

is metal working technology. The same demanding commitment to highly consistent
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performance, uncompromising technical competence, and dedicated profes-

sionalism has characterized Norris' role in racing since Ken Norris decided

in 1970 that auto racing represented a technically allied medium through which

the story of Norris Industries and its products and capabilities could be told.

Perhaps the goals for the racing program are best expressed in a credo

formulated for Norris Industries several years ago: "Many things change over

the span of time, but the fundamental things which have made us successful have

never changed, nor will they change. These are dedication to sound business

principles and ethics, imagination, creativity and a never-ending desire to be

the best at whatever we do. "

It is the philosophy of a "never-ending desire to be the best" that at

once goes to the root of motor racing competition and is shared by Norris

personnel at all levels of the diversified manufacturing firm.
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